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HISTOHRY 1

Tony Cicffi iz a 32 year old, divoreed male with three
chilidren and an =sleventh grade education. He suaffers from
an industrial injury to his left knee, and he hss &
suspected ilearning disorder. Indesd, he attended DH classes
before dropping aunt of Niles MeXinley High Schoel, and he
continues to repeort having significant arcademic deficits.

He explains that he was primerily raised in foster homes anc
Lhat nokody seemed to take the time to help him
academically. His gister was senlt to a special school. and
she can now read, and Tony hopes thabt BYRE can novw help him
the same way. His three sans are all in special educatlicn
clazses due to similar problems. Tony f2els that he needs
"one on ane' help with his academics, whick he seess =5 his
primary hurdle in finding a gaood career.

Eapocrtedly, Tony has an extremely atteauvated work
History. He was emploved as 2 laborer for two months In
1981, 2t which time he =ustained trzumatic knee injuries.

He has had multiple corrective zurgeries, but he still
cannot stand for any iength of time withouk his leg burning
ar going numh. Fes bas not heen gainfully employed since
shen, ans he iz subsisting on 5S5I bensfits. HWithoul =2 "good
@ducation” he feels that he cannot get & good job, in park,
kecauge af his phvsical limikations.

Psychologilcal testing was therefore reguested to
explore and decument the presence of a learning disorder,
Teny's learning skyle, and his prospects for vecaticnal
rehakilitztioon. There are no reports of previous testing.

BEHAVIORAL QOBSEEVATIDNG:
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Tony 1s = tali and slender Caucasian male with brown
hair, bBlue eyes, and a mustache. He arrived early fer his
appointment cesually attired in j=ans, & blue sweakshirctk,
dark glasses, and & black winyl jacket that he donned

throughout. ¥e proved to be zlert and well-criented, and
restless. He addressed the examiner formally as "Sic," and
he never gulte relaxed. He zeemned tense, intense, and

potentislly catastrophically reschtive. Fortunately,
howaver, testing progreszsed uwheventfully.

TEST RESULTS:

on the Wechsler adult Tnkelligence Scale-REevised, Tony
earned a Verkal IO of 76, a Parformance IQ of 77, and a Full
Scale IO af 75, which placed him in the overzll Rorderline
range. Superficialiy, Tony impresssd as being brighter than
this, although even =fter age-correction most areas of
tested funciioning were below averag=a. Ralative sirengths
were noted in his visual alertness (Pickture Completion) and
visual-notor speed (Digit Symbkol). Otherwise, however, he
presented a dearth of generzl knowledge {Information], weak
at=entionzl and anditory memory akilities (Digit Span), and
belaw awverage academic potential (e.g.
Vocabulery/Arithmetic). His conceptual resources were
limited (sSimilsrities}: and, gualitatively, his ideation
epoeared Eo be concrete. Yet even when languadge Was
circurventad, and he was regulred ta do non-verbal
probhlem—solving he raultered. Indecd, he displayed belaw
average spatial-pochanicsl apbitudes {Block DPﬂi"ﬂthjECt
aavemhlyj; znd ne iz deficiﬁn+ in kerms of his abilitie=s to
"reaad' spcial events/or engace in secuentlal reasoning
(Picture Arrangement). 'The lakbker -elates to such things as
planning: forethoucht, anticipation, and sseing logiczl
cause-effect relstionships. Indeed, Tonyv's executlve
zbilities seemed o be guite weak, and he seemed To rely
mare on reflexive and physical reactions to problem-solve.
Sinee his sister and 21)] of his children also have learning
dirficulties, Tonv's cognitive underdevelopment might have &
famiilal ar genetic hasis.

Tnformation 4 (4] Ficture Completion 9 [9]
Digit Span 6 [B} Picturs Arrangetent 5 (8]
Vorabulary P Elock Desian a (f]
Arithmetic 7 AL Object Assembly 4 (43
comprehension & {6} Ligit Symbal R (8}
Similaritiecs R |

Tony's kasic acedemic =kills were also explored with
the Wide Renge Achicvement Test-FRavisaed. He generoted
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an averall Fducation Quotisnt of G5, which is in the
Mentzlly Retarded range and significantly (more than on=
standard Deviation)] below IQ expectstion. He 1s only
nominzily literzte, lacking goed phonic skills and relying
principelly on a sight or word recognition vocabulary. His
arithmetic skills are somawhat better, buk even thess are
rudimentary and essentially limited to simple addition and
subtraction. TCivisicn, fracltions, decimzlsz, and measurement
conversicons are apparently beyond him. Unfortunately, thesza
results do not bode well for remediation, and it i= guite
possible that even with intensive and protracted
individualized insktruction Tony might not be zkle to develop
gkill lewvels sufficient kLo pass s GED axam.

Eeading 47 Standard Scale .04%ile EBelow 3rd Grace Level
Spalling 5F Stendard Scale .4 %ile Below 3rd Grade Level
Arithmetic 83 Standard Scale 1 %lle 4FE Grads Level

Tn zn effort ko explore possible lsarning styles, Tohy
was also administercd the Wechsler Memory Sczle-kevised. He
developed & General Memory Quotient of 84, which is in the
Low Average range snd higher than IQ expectation. Indeed,
thess resulits contralndicate the presence of mentsl
retardation, and they tend ko implicate the presence of a
Learning Disability instead. Tony's illiteraey is not soley
due ko an abeence of intellectual sbility. Indeed, his
memary 1s relatively cood; and he appedrs to be equally
adept at w¥isual and auditory learnina channels. In all
prokability, however, he-will need multi-channel instructian
thalt incorporstes *actual/or kinesthetic cueing as well.

Verbal Hatory Queotient g4
Visusl Memcry Juotient a3

Finzlly, Tony's personal adjustment was explored with
+he Rorschach, wnich revealed him ta be & man of modest
basic intelligence who is suffering from chronic crganic
brain syndrome of unknown origin. The organiclty probabply
arose perinatatly, kut Iin any event it has served to dampen
and diskort Tony's learning ahilikies and rfender him
developmantally disakled. Moreaver, it sesms to have
affected Tony's emotional and behavicral controls, and it Is
hypothesized that Tony alsc suffers from &n attentiecn
deficit disorder as 3 CcoanseguaSnce.

Indeed, Teny 1s an intense, nervous, flighty. and
distractahle perzon who is low in stress or frustration
tolerance, fmpatient, and prone to calkastrophic reactivilby.
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He is wvigilant for signs of critieism or rejection,
failure-avoiding rathar than success—-striving, and guite
defensive in his dealings with aokher=s. He i= insecure,
herboring strong feslings of insufficiency or inadequacy,
and potentially guite unstable. Alcohel or substance abuse
is possible as a form of self-medication for stress and as a
social lubricaticon, and there sesms to ke a lob of
unresolved nurture issues, bonding difficunlties, and
frustrated depaendency thai might stew from an impoverished
family background Zuring the feormative years. GSome type of
acting-cut behavicr seems likely., although this prebably
sterps more from unhappiness and nagging frustration than
from any kind of meanness. Ton¥ also appesars to be prono o
somatization of anxiety and stress, and it 1s guike possible
that he unwittingly dramatize=s his aches, pains, &nd
injuries for attertion or other forms of secondary gain. He
ig a rather insightless; irmmature, dependent, and yet
demznding person whose superficial cooperstivensess is
transient and only thinly masking tendencies toward
intrectability.

VOCATIOHNAL, PROJECTIONS:

Tany has ¥ei to develop & clear sense of whe or what he
iz, and he hzs no idea what XKind of career dlirectlon to
tzke. FHe iz not particularly goal-arilented or aspliring,
although he haz decant energy aRnd he will exert effocrt on
his own kehalfl when it so moves him. However, his
motivatien will ®end ko run in spurts, he is apt to shift
directicn, and he s so low in frustration or
zelf-discipline that he tends %o sctually accomplish little
despite his expenditure of effort. MHe is a concrebe persson
wno deals with the here-and-new whille having difficuliy
mainkaining focus, ifnterest, znd effort over bthe long haul.

Vocztional planning will need to focus on rslatively
short-term geoals, but even then it is possibkle that Tony is
not canvirced that he is akle to work. Ee might also not
know how ko work, and he perhaps harbors attitudes of
entitlemens or expoctatieons Lthat he should receive maximal
rewards for minimel efforts. Ee will tesnd to wank ipmediate
if npot easy resulks, and ha will be prone Lo taking things
gulte personally. Ee iz particulariy unsettled in his
feelings of manliness, and yet he over-compensates for this
with displzsys of maseullne hrzvads. Hz can e a touchy,
haughty, and cavalier persocn who 1ls difficult to
realisktically counsal and whose ega nesds freguent progping
ug .



